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Hes, to vindicate the character of one 


who band in the, court under à charge of 


guilt. to clear him | of, the accuſation; . to ſhew 
that he ie ie innocent in Jaw. In this ſenſe & 1s 
_ dſedn many parts of ſeripture Euler not in 
ſerpant, O Lord, for in thy Agb! 
man living be juſtified. PI, exliii. 2. 
And ſo Hervey underſtands it. When a cri- 

<, minal-has been found guilty, and is freed 


rom puniſhment, we may lay of LY =” 
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" * is pardoned; we never 4 be 1 jaſti ified. 
„ Then only a perſon is Juſtified, when his 
„ righteouſneſs is made as clear as the fight. 
Page 326.—Agam, Pardon is founded. upon 
* clemency in the judge; "Juſtification. upon 
4 righteouſneſs in the party arraigned.” P. 327. | 

Now as thoſe who are thus juſtified ſtand in 
the court freed from condemnation, liable to 
no puniſhment, but are juſt perſons in the eye 


of the law; fo thoſe who are pardoned and ac- 


cepted in the beloved, are in ſcripture faid to 
be juſtified : and thus the ungodly and the hea- 
then are faid to be juſtified, though not in the 
ſtrict ſenſe of the word (Rom. iv: 5. Gal. iii. 8.); 


and God is ſaid to juſtify them, not for the time 


paſt, but for the time to come. They fland 


now and henceforth in the eſtimation. and fa- 


your of God, as if they were juſt perſons, as if 
they never had been ſinners. This we appre- 
hend is the ſcriptural ſenſe of juſtification®; the 
word being put to expreſs the effects, not the 
act, of juſtification: and in this ſenfe Doctor 
Doddridge underſtands Juſtification—* We are 


2 Juſtification i is alſo uſed for temporal deliverances, 4 
on the ſame ground. Thus Rahab was juſtified when the 


was delivered from the carnage of Jericho, and treated as an 


Iſraelite, though ſhe was then an heathen ; and this on ac- 
count of her faith in the true God, being convinced by the 
miracles he had wrought.—Jof. Ji. 1112. See alſo Taylor's 
Key. 


« juſtified 


/ 


al 


BY 


| on uftification. 5 3 
+ juſtified (ſays he); that is, we, though guilty, 


R 


* on complying with the goſpel, are finally 


& pppated by God as righteous perſons, out of .re- 
* gard to what Chriſt has done or ſuffered. 1 
Doddridge's Lectures, p. 419. 420. | 
But Hervey and others deny this (p. 341), 5 
take the word in the original and ſtrict ſenſe. So 


p. 325, 326—*© They (chat is, ſinners) are declar- 

* ed righteous. They are pronounced righteous 
in open court. Juſtice itſelf declares they are 
„ without ſpot, and blameleſs.“ And Hervey 


explains the difference between Pardon and 
Juſtification, by the different caſes of Barabbas 
and Chriſt—* Of Barabbas the judge might 

* fay, he is a notorious malefactor, but I re- 
«-leafe him; of Chriſt the judge actually ſaid, 
1 find no fault at all in him.” And Her- 
vey adds, © that, to be accounted righteous, is 


* much fuberlor to the bare remiſſion” of ſins'; 
© it is, as the church expreſſes it, of Yu to 


be made juſt before God.” 


'Where the church tells us this, he does not 
ſay; probably in the Homilies. But the import 


of the expreſſion i is evident—of unjuſt,” in time 


paſt, made juſt, both now and for the time to 
come; exactly as we fay of a man, that, 'of 


being covetous, he is now bècome generous. 


Juſtification; in the ſcripture Tenfe; beſides 


bare | berate of ſins, implies alſo, acceptance, 


BY ; but 


"ett wee — * 
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4 
but we W nothing more: this we mal! 
conſider. 

Mr. Milner 3 8 e is a 8 
e ſcriptural idea, and ſigniſies not only the for- 
giveneſs, but alſo the honourable. acquittal, of 
« a ſinner at the bar of God, by declaring him 
« righteous in his ſight *.” It js ſtrange that a 
writer who is uſually clear, ſhould j join two ideas 
ſo incompatible, as that of an acquittal and for- 
giveneſs, in order to make up this purely ſcrip- 
tural idea of juſtification. He that is acquitted, 
wants no forgiveneſs; he that is forgiven, 
muſt be firſt found guilty. And an honourable 


acquittal, if 1t means any thing, means. an acquit- 
tal, not only from a charge of actual guilt, but 


from all ſuſpicion of it: it implies a public de- 
claration of perfect innocency in the party be- 


fore the court; a vindication for all the time 


that is paſt. And where is it ſaid in ſcripture, 
that ſuch is the declaration of God reſpecting 
ſinners, even redeemed finners? The Apoſtles 
ſay nothing of ſuch a declarative Juſtification ; 
nor is it to be found in the Articles of the Church 
of England. It is ſaid, I will forgive their ini- 
guity, and Iwill remember their fin no more. I will 
caſt their ſins into the depth of the ſea... But ſurely 
ſuch any Hom __"—— do not Ol, that 


E +, a 


» 'Milner's rad oy Gibbon, Pe 103. 
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ance of the moral character of Chriſt to ſinners; 
ſo that his righteouſneſs, by an a# of imputation, 
is to become their righteouſneſs. H. Vol. II. 

p. 69; which act, as Hervey ſays, Vol. I. p. g25, 
e puts us in poſſeſſion of a perfect righteouſ- 


* neſs.” The righteouſneſs of Chriſt is to be- 
come the righteouſneſs of ſinners, not figura- 


tively, but literally their perſonal righteouſneſs*. 
Otherwiſe how can their perſonal character be 


vindicated? How can they have a title to life 


ſuo jure? as Hervey ſays, p. 327. 
And the neceſſity of ſuch a vindication we 
learn, not from the ſeripture, but the metaphy- 


* Dr, Doddridge defines imputation thus: The right- 
«© eouſneſs of 4 may be ſaid to be imputed to B, if on 


« account of it B, though a finner, be treated as if he were 
„ righteous.” According to this definition, the imputation 


of Chriſt's righteouſneſs to a ſinner, and the juſtification of 


a ſinner by Chriſt's righteouſneſs, will mean one and the 
ſame thing; and juſtification by imputation, will be mere 
tautology.— See Doddridge's Lectures, p. 413. 420. 


Of the ſeveral texts brought to ſupport this notion of a 


transfer of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, the greater part of them 
will appear to be nothing to the purpoſe, if we obſerve that 
righteouſneſs does not always ſtand for heline/s, for a moral 
quality; but for mercies, for deliverances, vouchſafed to us, 
or to the perſons who are ſaid 'to have righteouſneſs, that 
is, deliverance, in or through another. Judges, v. 11. PL. iv. 


1. exliii. 1. Ifaiah, xl. 24. Jer. xxiii. 6. Dan. ix. 24. 


Rom. iii. 22. 2 Pet. i. 1, Kc. See Taylor's Key, 
| BY ſics 
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| that ſinners are made not to have been ſinners. 
This we are told is to be effected by a convey- 


1 n * 


1 
+ . 2 
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ſies of the ſchools. It is a maxim of the ſchools, 


that the demands of the law muſt be. ſatisfied, 
and the honour of the law vindicated v. Now 
the law demands of every one a perſonal, not a 
YOu obedience. The perſonal obedience 


* We no where find in the New Teſtament any thing ſaid 
about magnifying the law, vindicating the law, or the ho- 


nour of the Jaw, &c. The Apoſtles make no compariſon 


between the aua obedience of Chriſt alone, and the poſſible 


obedience of all mankind, or ſhow how the honour done to the 
law in the former caſe, is ſuperior to that done in the latter. 


Nor do they tell us how the honour done to the law, by the 


obedience of Chrift, compenſates for the diſhonour done by 
the diſobedience of ſinners.— See Sermons intitled Meſſiah, | 


Vol. I. p. 95. 
The whole of: theſe notions is ſpun out of one obſcure text 
in Iſaiah, xlii. 21—The Lord is well pleaſed (with the Jewiſh 


nation) for his righteouſne/3 ſake (for his mercies ſake). He 


will magnify the law, and make it honourable. Biſhop Lowth, 
correcting the Hebrew, tranſlates the latter part of the verſe 
thus : 


He hath exalted his own praiſe, and made it glorious. 


And with this agree the Greek and Arabic. See the Poly- 
glot. | 
But if we take the common reading of the Hebrew, it will 
not follow that Chriſt's obedience is to compenſate for the 
injury done to God's honour by the diſobedience of ſinners, 
The law of Moſes contained the whole Jewiſh polity, and 
may be put for their ſtate and government, at the time of 


Ifaiah, in a very low condition. God here declares that he 


will raiſe it up, and make it honourable among the nations 
round about.—See verſes 24 25. and ch, xlu. 


- | of 


plete. 


On - Juſtification. Ei, 
of Chriſt muſt therefore be made to become the 


perſonal obedience of ſinners, that they may be 


| Juſtified or vindicated from the charge of hav- 


ing broken the law. So Hervey, p. 341—© In 
« order to juſtification, that muſt be imputed 
< which anſwers the demands of the law. Now 


„ nothing can do this but the righteouſneſs, 


* the very righteouſneſs, of Chriſt.” See alſo p. 


335, 336.—And ſinners muſt be thus juſtified 
{that is, ſhown to be no ſinners), becauſe it is 
inconſiſtent with the honour of God, ſay. the 
ſchool-men, to admit ſuch into his preſence ®#—- 


no, not though redeemed with the precious 


blood of Chriſt—no, not though created anew in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs. The righteouſ- 


neſs of Chriſt being then made over to ſinners, 


or, as Hervey ſays, p. 41, being wrought out 


The means through which finners are pardoned and ac- 


cepted, are of fo aſtoniſhing a magnitude, as to leave no 


doubt but the honour and juſtice of God's government are 
conſidered and amply ſecured, hie we ſee how this is 
done or not. 


Sinners muſt be made meet for the 3 of the Risto 


in light. Their ſanctification is begun now, whenever they 


are born of water, and of the ſpirit. It will be completed 


at the laſt day ; when they ſhall be admitted into the pre- 


ſence of God, by our Lord himſelf, with that glorious in- 


troduction, Come, ye blefſed of my Father, inherit the ting- 
«© dom prepared for you, from the foundation of the world.” 
Then alſo will their juſtification be both public and com- 
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for them, and imputed to them , theſe tranſ. 


greſſors of the law are ſuddenly metamorphoſed 
into keepers of the law, And this, ſays Hervey, 
is the cauſe of our juſtification, which then fol- 
lows.on the principles of ſtrict juſtice. See Vol. 
IT. p. go. ga, and preface to Vol. I. and p. 329. 


And thus eternal life is not the gift of God in 


direct terms; but God conveys Chriſt's righte- 
quſneſs to ſinners, and then they can demand 
eternal life. A ſcholaſtic ſubtilty this, to vin 
dicate the honour and juſtice of God. | 

Sinners may undoubtedly be abſolved, that 
is, freed from the poſitive penalties, and all the 


natural conſequences, of ſin unpardoned—the 


wrath of God, the dread attending it, &c.—freed 
from remorſe of conſcience, which may be | 
turned into joy, for the greatneſs of their deli- 

verance, which they will then fully ſee—joy for 
their reception into God's fayour—and all afflict- 


ing thoughts may be ſwallowed up by love and 


gratitude to their Redeemer, who giveth them 
the victory T. But yet the moral nature of an 
action paſt cannot be changed, nor can an action 
done be recalled, that is, made not to have been 


done; nor the actions of one perſon made to 


8 Righteouſneſs is a quality of an action, and inſeparable 


from it; a-righteouſue/s (in the abſtract) wrought out, is non- 
ſenſe. See alſo Hervey, p. 335, 336. 6 


+ Wonder and joy ſhall tune my heart, 
And love command my tongue. Warrs. 


become 
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become the actions of another. It i not the 
falſity of theſe ſchool doctrines that we object 
to, but their abſurdity. They are contradic-. 


tions in terms, and rank nonſenſe : yet theſe 


are ſometimes repreſented as doctrines of the. 


ſcripture and of the Church of England. 
| Thoſe who have been finners, muſt always 


appear, in the ſight of God, as having been 


ſuch. They muſt all ſtand in his preſence as 
ſinners; but a great multitude, which no man 
can number, as redeemed ſinners; as redeemed 
by the precious blood of Chriſt, as accepted in 
the beloved, as waſhed, as ſanctified, as juſtifi- 


ed in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 


by the ſpirit of our God—juſtified, not in a 


ſtrict forenſic ſenſe, but in a ſcriptural.ſenſe; in 


that ſenſe which the Church expreſſes very pro- 


perly, when ſhe ſays, in the eleventh Article, 


« We are accounted righteous before God ;” that 
is, treated, dealt with, as being, and as ever 
having been, righteous. 


— 


Having endeavoured to ſettle the ſcriptural 


idea of juſtification, we come now to enquire 


what is the meritorious cauſe, as the logicians 
call it *, of the juſtification of a ſinner; in other 


words, what are. the grounds, or what is the 
_ conſideration, on which God does receive any 


0 Burgerſdicias 5 Logic, lib. i. cap. xvii. ſect. 24. 
ſinners 


tans 
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ſinners at all into his favour, treating em as 


if they were perfectly righteous. And let it be 


remembered, the queſtion is entirely about the 


juſtification of ſinners, not of the righteous. 
It is evident the ground of forgiveneſs and 


acceptance, muſt be ſomething done either by 


the finner himſelf, or by another in his behalf; 


either his own merit giving him a right to juſ- 


tification, or the merit of another; in which 


caſe he muſt receive juſtification as a favour. 
Let us then examine what his merit is. He 


has kept the law in many inſtances, and per- 


fectly too, you are pleaſed to ſay. Vet, if he 
is a ſinner, ſurely he has broken the law in ſome 


inſtances, and kept it imperfectly in others. Be 
as partial to the ſinner as you will, what does 
his merit amount to? Why, that he has not 
broken the law in ſo many inſtances as he might 
have done. And thoſe inſtances in which he 
has kept the law, was it not his bounden duty ? 
He that keeps the law, may merit reputation 
among men, but has no demands upon God. 
Place the merit of good works as high as you 
pleaſe, they can demand no more from God's 


juſtice than impunity, as far as they go. Inno- 


cence, that 1s, the abſence of ſin, has no ſtrict 


title to any thing further than i impunity. Can a 


man be profitable to God? Eternal life is the gift 
of God through Chriſt, not the wages of man's 


ſervice. . 


- 
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ſervice. God requires obedience to his laws, 
not for his benefit, but for ours ; for our com- 
mon happineſs here, and to beget in us habits 
of holineſs, and a meetneſs for the inheritance 
of the ſaints in light hereafter. And does the 
keeping of the law, in ſome inſtances, give an 


exemption from the penalties denounced againſt 


the breach of it in other inſtances “? What is 
this but a licence to fin with impunity ?—No, 
you ſay, we do not look for this; but ſuch a ſin- 


ner as we have ſuppoſed, is ſurely an object of 


mercy.— Is mercy, then, a matter of right to be 
demanded by ſinners at their pleaſure, when- 
ever they think themſelves proper objects of it ? 
Whether juſtice muſt have its courſe or not, by 
no means depends wholly on the character of 
the criminal, or even the moral nature of the 
act. When Dr. Dodd committed a forgery, he 
returned the money borrowed on the forged 
bond; no one was injured ; the immorality a 
trifle—he meant_only to borrow the money: 


and he pleaded that he had been inſtrumental 


A queſtion has been propoſed—Can the voluntary neglect 
of any one duty be compenſated by ſtrictneſs of attention to 
other duties? What is the meaning of compenſated? God 
ſuſtains no damage by our neglect of duty. Does this atten- 
tion to other duties, abrogate the law, which denounces a 


penalty on the voluntary neglect of any duty whatever? Or 


does it change the moral nature of ſuch * and mane] it 
no fin? 


in 
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in promoting many uſeful charities. Vet all in 


vain—the intereſt of the community at large 
required that ſtrict juſtice ſhould take place. 
Ant ſhall we preſume to determine when mer- 
cy may be extended, and when juſtice muſt take 
its courſe, in the divine government? No doubt 
but we ſhall be favourable enough to ourſelves. 
In ſhort, the plea of having kept the law in 


ſome inſtances, in excuſe for having broken it 
in others, 1s never allowed in any human court 


of Judicature ; and ſhall we preſumptuouſly rely 
upon it, or rather demand its admiſſion, in the 
divine government? The queſtion whether ſin- 
ners are to expect juſtification by their ' own 
works or no, could never have been made a 
queſtion, if both ſides had not agreed to keep 
the meaning of the queſtion as much out of 


ſight as poſſible, and to fight in the dark. 


We conclude then, in the words of the 


church, that we are juſtified only for the merit 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and not 
for our own works or deſervings. The merit 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, 1s perſonal, and cannot be transferred 
to another ; his obedience is his own obedience, 


not ours. But the reward of his obedience may 


be transferred; or rather, as a reward of his 
merit, it 1s given to him, to quicken, even in 
this life, whom he will; and he gives to them 
that 


5 
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that receive, him, even to them that believe on 
his name, power to become the ſons of God. 
As ſons by adoption, they are now forgiven, 
and received into God's favour: in other words, 
they are in a ſtate of juſtification; and being 
juſtified by faith, they have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. «Rom. v. 1. 
But it will be aſked, Who are thoſe whom 
God will juſtify? Certainly not thoſe who obſti- 
_ nately perſiſt in a courſe of wilful fin; and as 
certainly thoſe only, who accept of juſtification 
in the way he offers it—by'the blood of Jeſus: 
thoſe only, who acknowledge they are juſtified 
freely by his grace; thoſe/only, who own their 
obligation and duty to Chriſt ; own him in his 
divine character, own him in all his offices: fo 
that at laſt we may ſum up the conditions of 
ſcripture-juſtification in the words of St. Paul; 
Repentanre toward God, a WOT 1 our Lord 
Teſs Chriſt. 1 > Rk 
There are who ſay, we are cuffed partly by 
works, and partly by faith in Chriſt. Perhaps 
they have no diſtinct meaning to theſe words; 
but if they ſpeak of the meritorious cauſe of our 
juſtification, this opinion cannot be admitted: 
for if the merit of our own works is a rèaſon for 
juſtification in part, for pardon in ſome in- 
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ſtances, why not in all? Who are they that can 


hs nicely balauce merit and demerit againſt each 
other, 
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other, or ſay how far our merit can juſtify, and 
where that of Chriſt muſt come in? Nor is the 
office of the Redeemer, or the merit of our juſ- 
tification, to be thus ſhared between Chriſt and 
ſinners themſelves. The ſcripture ſays, we are 
juſtified by his blood; not partly by his blood, 
and partly by our own merit. © By the righteouſ. 
e neſs of one, the free gift came upon all men, 


F unto juſtification of life. We are juſtified 


A freely by his grace, through the redemption 
« that is in Jeſus Chriſt.” So ſays the ſcrip- 
ture; but how is this if we can, in part, redeem 
or juſtify ourſelves? For ſurely to him that 
worketh (as far as he worketh) is the. reward not 
reckoned of grace, but of debt. We have be- 
fore ſhewn, that our compliance with the law 
in ſome inſtances, cannot repeal that part of the 


law we do not chuſe to comply with. Merit, 


or, more properly, pretended merit, can avail 
nothing to our juſtification before God. 39 

But though we deny that any ſinner can be 
juſtified by his own merit; and affirm; that in 
this reſpect all are alike concluded under fin ; 
yet we mean not to deny that there is great dif- 
ference between the merit, or more properly the 


demerit, of ſinners. 


There is, to be ſure, a great Ae bes 
tween the moral character of one man and an- 


other, and that in the ſight of God as well as 
man : 


On Fuſtification. „ 


man: and this difference is the ground of fa- 
vourable diſpenſations in this world to pious 
perſons, in preference to others, eſpecially of 
ſpiritual favours . So the prayers and alms of 
Cornelius came up for a memorial before God; 
and he was therefore choſen out of all the hea- 
then, to be the firſt who ſhould be called to 
Chriſtian ſalyationt. His character, as a pious 
worſhipper of the true God, alſo made him fit 


to receive the Chriſtian revelation ; ſa that this 


diſpenſation was wiſe, as well as favourable to 
piety and virtue. Yet his prayers and his alms 
could not juſtify him before God: he could be 
juſtified only by faith in Chriſt, who is made 
_ unto. us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſancti- 
fication, and redemption. and for this end he 


was directed to ſend: for Peter, who ſhould tell | 


him what he ought to do. If his own works 


could. have juſtified him, all this would have 


been needleſs. 


And as there is a 8 between the 


characters of men, ſo there will be a differ- 
ence in ei fingk allotment.. Luke xii. 47s 48. 


* Gen. vi. 8, xvii, 19. Pr. Ixxviii, 70. Heb. xi. 5. 
+ The diſpenſations of God are of vaſt extent in their 


effects. This was not only a mercy to Cornelius, but. was 


alſo intended to convince Peter, and the other Apoftles, that 
the middle wall of. partition was now broken, down, and 


that God alſo to the Gentiles had granted repentance unto 
life. 


Nay, 
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Nay, in * of pn finners ab Lale 
xix. 16—19. F 

It is ſametimes Rid, we are Jutified hy n 
only, in poſition to works. - Thoſe who ſay 
this, mean to ſpeak only of the meritorious 


cauſe of juſtification; they mean to affirm, that 


Chriſt is the only ground ion which God ac 
cepts ſinners. If we further aſk, What are 
the qualifications of thoſe whom God will juſ- 
tify ? The anſwer, according! to ſome, will be, 
faith and works jointly; according to others, 


faith only ; and yet they may hoth mean the 


fame thing: : for the former mean not to ſay 
that works are, in any degree, 'the meritorious 
cauſe of our juſtification ; nor che latter to deny 
the neceſſity of an holy life, as a qualification. | 
This vou Will find, if you will but have patience 
to hear them Gut? . We are juſtified by faith 
only, ſay theſe latter; but not by a faith which 
hath not works, and which is dead; but by a 
faith which is productive of, and evidenced by, 
works: not by a mere perſuaſion that Chriſt 
died for the fins of mankind, for the devils 
believe this; but by ſuch a perſuaſion as ſuit- 


.* To deny the ! of good works, or to maintain 
the ſufficiency of their merit for ſalvation, are equally dan- 
gerous errors ; which men often charge upon one another, 
becauſe they will not let each other explain the meaning of 


ther own expreſſions, 


' ably 


f "op Fuflfeation „ 
Aber influences the will and the affections :; a. 
faith which worketh by love. And theſe latter 
_ perſons further obſerve, that the moral nature 
of every action depends on the motives and 
grounds on which it is done *: therefore our 


imperfect works, if accepted through Chriſt 3 8 


(and they can be accepted on no other ground), 
muſt be done out of a principle of love and 
obedience to Chriſt. However imperfect the 
works, the principle muſt be kept inviolate; 
and to preſerve the principle inviolate, there 
muſt conſtantly be the moſt earneſt endeavours. 
A voluntary remiſſneſs in duty is, as far as it 
goes, a giving up of principle. Phil. iii. 13. 
And we cannot (ſay theſe ſame perſons) allow 
of that proud and arrogant ſpirit in ſinners by 
nature and by practice, which refuſes mercy in 
the way God is pleaſed to offer it ; which, 
demands the kingdom of heaven as a matter 
of right; which ſcorns to be juſtified through 
the redemption that is in Chriſt ; counts the 


vo See the xth and xilith Articles. It is through the prevent- 
ing grace of Chriſt, and from the inſpiration, or influence, of 
his ſpirit, that all holy defires, all good councils, and all jaſt 
works do proceed. Therefore works done before, or in ex- 
cluſion of theſe, on the preſumptuous principle of ſelf 
righteouſneſs, are not done on a proper motive - cannot 
be pleaſing to God, they may be beneficial to 


men. , | 
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blood of the covenant an unholy thing; and 
does deſpite to the ſpirit of grace. And ſure- 
ly we muſt, on this occaſion at leaſt, give zo 


theſe perſons the "_ hand of e 


ESSAY 


On the Influence of the Holy Spirit. 


IN A LETTER TO A CLERGYMAN LATELY ORDAINED, 


Reverend Sir, 


SHOULD not have intereſted telt ſo. 


much in your ſucceſs, had I not entertained 
great hopes, both from perſonal knowledge, and 


the teſtimony of others, that you would prove an 


uſeful miniſter of the goſpel. And now that you 
are admitted into orders, I beg leave to addreſs 
a few words to you, on the doctrines you are to 
preach to the people. Far be it from me to 
uſurp a dominion. over your faith. No judge 
for yourſelf: but J muſt ſay, it will give me 
comfort and ſatisfaction, if, upon mature deli- 
beration, you decline to preach the peculiar 
doctrines of certain writers, among which 1 
reckon their notion of a DIVIN E TEACHING; 
and which I think is the ground, or at leaſt 
greatly confirms them in all their miſtakes. Be 
not ſtartled—I do not mean ſuch a teaching as 
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the ſcripture ſpeaks of; but ſuch a one as hey. 
every where ſuppoſe in their ſermons-and tracts. 
For though the name is alike, I e the 
thing meant is very different. 

It is undoubtedly true that the ſeripture * 
this phraſe, taught of God, to ſignify the influence 
. of the holy ſpirit: but then how is that influ- 
ence deſcribed?—as an influence on theE' wirL 
and AFFECTIONS; notas conveying knowledge, in 
a ſupernatural way, directly to the UN ÞERSTAN D- 
INc. And this will be ſufficiently made out, if 
we ſhow, in the courſe of this Eſſay, that the 
paſſages of ſcripture brought to prove ſuch a di- 


vine teaching as this, are miſinterpreted : for 


it is unreaſonable to require a direct . of a 
negative. f 
Divine knowledge, we apprehend, is now to 
be acquired only by the ordinary means of ac- 
quiring knowledge of every ſort; though it was 
otherwiſe in the times of the Apoſtles and firſt 


Chriſtians . The ſpirit undoubtedly inclines 


* The Apoſtles were forbidden to rely upon, or even to 
uſe, the ordinary and natural means of defending their con- 
duct when accuſed, Luke xii. 11, 12. xxi. 14, 15,—And the 
firſt Chriſtians were poſſeſſed of many extraordinary gifts 
not only miracles and tongues ; but the word of wiſdom, 

the word of knowledge, the gift of propheey (or preaching), 
the underſtanding of myſteries (or difficult parts of ſcripture) ; 
and all theſe, like the gift of tongues, without ages on their 
part,—1 Cor. xii. xiv. 1. 31. 39. 


the 
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the will to. ſeek for information in divine ſub- 
jects, as well as to obey the truth when known— 
to ſeek for information by the. ordinary means 


appointed of God; that is, reading the ſcrip- 


tures, and the inſtruction of miniſters. So the 
Lord is ſaid to have opened the heart .of Lydia, 
ſo. that ſhe attended unto the things that were 


ſpoken of Paul *. The ſpirit alſo removes pre- 


judices; prepares us to receive inſtruction, does 
not  conyey it; gives tempers more pliant 
in learning, more firm in retaining, divine 
truths ; gives a right underſtanding, not of 
this or that doctrine, but a general bleſſing 


on the means, making them effectual.— St. Paul 
ſays to Timothy, Conſider what I ſay (here is 


the means); and the Lord give thee underſtand. 
ing in all things (here is the bleſſing in general 
terms). It would be abſurd to pray that God 
would give us an underſtanding of ſuch, particu- 


Y 


* When Cornelius was called to Chriſtian falvation, he | 


was not taught the chriſtian faith, either by the Angel or by 
the Holy Spirit; but directed to ſend for Peter. The Holy 
Ghoſt indeed fell on all them which heard the word ; not to 
inſtru them, when Peter was preſent for that very purpoſe; 
but to convince Peter, and the other Jews, that the Gentiles 


were admitted to be fellow heirs of the promiſe : for tongues - 


are a ſign to them that believe not. And this js the concluſion 
the Apoſtles and Elders make, Acts xi. 18. 

It is added hen prayed they Peter to tarry certain tant : : 
undoubtedly, that he might expound unto them the way of 


God more perfectly. The ſpirit inclined their hearts, but 


Peter informed their underſtandings. 
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lar doctrines as we are literally taught by the 
ſpirit : the teachings of the Spirit of Truth can 
neither be obſcure nor ambiguous. So Ephe- 
ſians, i. 17, 18; where an enlightened under- 
| ſanding does not mean an underſtanding in- 
formed, in point of knowledge, by the ſpirit, 
but whoſe prejudices are removed: and we uſe 
this phraſe, an enlightened underſtanding,” 
for an underſtanding prepared and fitted to re- 
ceive knowledge, much oftener than for an 
underſtanding actually informed. Oppoſed to 
this is a darkened underſtanding (Eph. iv. 18); 

which is expounded by a blindnefs of heart, a 
ſtate of the affections prejudiced againſt the 
truth, and which will not ſee it. The beart is 
put metaphorically for the affections, as the 
head js for the underſtanding; hardneſs of the 
heart ts put for a perverfeneſs of the will, which 
refuſes to obey the truth (Exod. vii. 1g): and it 
is of ſuch that Chriſt ſays, © Ye will not come unto 
« me, that ye might have life.” —Hardneſs of 
heart is alſo put for a particular ſtate of the 
affections: of ſuch it is ſaid, they are paſt feel- 
ing. 

The underſtanding will undoubtedly improve 
by exerciſe; a readineſs in apprehending the 
doctrines contained in the ſcriptures, will in- 
creaſe by a conſtant and careful ſtudy of the 
ſcriptures, joined with prayer to God for his 
. blefling on the means. And juſt ſo will the 


Rudy of law, of phyſic, or of mathematics, in- 
creaſe 
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' creaſe both the knowledge, and the facility of 
acquiring the knowledge, of law, phyſic, or ma- 
thematics. And ſuch knowledge ſhould alſo be 


ſought in the ſame manner as that of the ſerip- 
tures—by diligence, and prayer for a bleſſing on 


the means; and in this ſenſe God may be ſaid 
to teach law and phyſic, as well as divinity. 
But yet no man's ordinary powers either of 
comprehending or inveſtigating truth, whether 
ſacred or prophane, are changed but through 
natural means. The underſtanding of a child 
* will not inſtantly become that of a man, nor the 
underſtanding of one that is ſlow become quicker, 
merely becauſe the man becomes pious. 

Mr. Milner inſiſts much on the neceſſity of a 
ſpiritual underſtanding . If by this is meant, a 
temper of mind, teachable, unprejudiced, ready 
both to receive and obey divine truths, every 
one will aſſent: but ſuch a diſpoſition is not 
properly a ſtate of the underſtanding, but of the 
will and affections; and is not the ſtate of man 
by nature (with reſpect to divine truths), but is 
the gift of God through the ſpirit ; and is as ne- 
ceſſary for attaining the knowledge of divine 


truth, as impartiality is neceſſary for attaining 


the WE of hiſtorical or political 1 


The 
* Milner againſt Gibbon, p. 89. 


+ Thus it was with the Bereans. God was pleaſed, by his 
ſpirit, to remqve their Jewiſh prejudices againſt the doctrine 
of a ſuffering Meſliah, and the call of the gentiles, ſo that 
. they . the auo d with all readineſs of mind, and ſearched 
C4 | the 
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The natural faculty of underſtanding or appre- 
hending truth, God hath given in a greater or 
leſs degree to all; but the diſpoſition to uſe and 
to apply this faculty impartially and effectually, 
in caſes where appetites and paſſions are con- 
cerned, is not ſo given: men of great under- 
ſtanding, and much knowledge, often want com- 


mon prudence, even in matters relating to chis 
lite. 5 | 


The words ſpiritual denen are un- 
Ababredh ſcriptural, and may be found in the 
place to which Mr. Milner refers, Coloſſ. i. 9. 
But if we take theſe words in their moſt literal 


meaning, it will be difficult to make ſenſe of the 


Apoſtle's prayer—That ye might be filled with the 
knowledge of his will, in all wiſdom and ſpiritual _ 
underſtanding. A knowledge in wiſdom and under- 
ſtanding, ſeems at beſt tautology; but if wiſdom 
and ſpiritual underſtanding are put for a ſtate of 
the will and affections, the whole will be clear 
and pertinent. The Apoſtle prays that the Co- 
loſhans might not only perceive in their mind 
(that is, know) clearly and fully what the will 
of God is; but alſo that ſuch (abſtrat) know- 
ledge might be accompanied with a proper diſ- 
poſition of the will, and a ſuitable ſtate of the 
affections; that they might walk worthy of the 
Lord unto: all pleaſing, as he immediately adds. 


the ſcriptures daily, whether thoſe things were ſo. And the 
conſequence was, many of them believed. 


'That 
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That this is a ſcriptural ſenſe. of the words Wi 
dom and underſtanding, has been in part ſhown, 


and will be further conſidered preſently : that 
knowledge is here uſed i in its moſt literal ſenſe, 


will not be doubted v. The very ſame ſenti- 
ment is expreſſed in e the ſame ones | 


Eph. 1. 17. | 

But Mr. Milner ſeems to ds 5 ward un- 
derſtanding in the moſt literal ſenſe; and he 
proves the neceſſity of a ſpiritual, or rather ſu- 


pernatural, underſtanding, from two conſidera- 


tions; both of them arguments à priori. Firſt, 
That every ſcience has certain rules within 1t= 
« ſelf, which the maſter has a . to en 
ec upon his diſciples.” 

Every: ſcience has indeed we firſt W 
ples, which you are to acknowledge as true, 
without any other proof than the conviction 
which naturally attends them. But what rules 
or orders has arithmetic, has geometry? Eu- 
clid impoſes, none: and when God is ſaid to be 


the preceptor of his creatures, is it in any other 


way than through. the inſtruction of books or 


men? The proof that he is, muſt reſt on thoſe 
who affirm it. 


But it is ſaid (and by 3 3 « That | 
« without. this ſpiritual ynderſtanding, the (cripe. 


* Knowledge, when uſed for x ſtate of the (Feflibns, 3 is 


joined with another word, as knowledge of God orof Chriſt. 
Ifaiah, xi. 9. Coloff. i. 10. 2 Pet. iii. 18, 


+ So fays Hervey. Letters, vol. ii. p62. 
e tures 
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« tures are inſufficient for the purpoſe for which 
« they were given.” And what isthatpurpoſe?— 
every particular man's ſalvation. And ſurely this 
is conſiſtent both with ignorance and error; and 
requires not an infallible divine teaching, an 
informing of the underſtanding, different in 
and ſuperior to, that which can be obtained from 
men or books, by the uſe of our rational facul- 
ties only. Nor vill the ſeriptures be uſeleſs, al- 
though we are left to ſearch out their ſenſe -by 
the ſame fallible means by which we ſearch out 
the ſenſe of any other book. There is much 
difference between a ſtate of the mind, diſpoſed 
to uſe the (natural) means, and fitted to receive 
divine truths; and the means themſelves, of 
finding divine truths: theſe ſhould not be con- 
founded “. 

Mr. Milner piu conſiders this ſpiritual: un- 
derſtanding as a ſupernatural faculty: hear how 
he deſcribes it T. It is, ſays he, a new percep- 
tive faculty ; and it is by this faculty, and not 
from the beſt uſe of the moſt improved rational 
faculties, that any man has a proper perception 
of real Chriſtianity. The reaſon of man, ſays 
he, is inimical to this Spirit of God. Without 
this new perceptive organ, a man can no more 
have a real knowledge of Chriſt crucified, than 
a blind man can have of colours. The _ of 


* Venn's Duty of Man, p. 179, edit. 3. 
+ Milner againſt Gibbon, p. 1 57. &c. 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt thus imparted, communicates a new world 
of ideas, inexplicable to others, as the ways of 
the incomprehenſible God. 


Laſtly, on having this ſpiritual perception | 


(ſays Mr. Milner, p. 159), all happineſs, and 


"ETERNAL LIFE ITSELF, depends! And the evi- 


dence whether a man be poſſeſſed of this new 


perceptive ſpiritual faculty is, the conformity of 
his experience with the written word: an equi- 
vocal teſt this, not mentioned by the Apoſtles. 
Are we to compare the circumſtances of our 
lives with the circumftances of thoſe who cer- 


tainly had divine inſtruction, heard unſpeakable 


things, and had indeed a new world of ideas 
communicated to them by the Spirit of God ? » 
The ſcriptural proof that all true Chriſtians 
have ſuch communications, Mr. M. reſts prin- 
cipally on 1 Cor. ii. to which chapter he ſolicits 
our attention: let us accept his invitation and 
follow his lead. Mr. Locke (ſays he, p. 160) 
miſtakes the ſenſe of that text, 1 Cor. ii. 9, when 
he underſtands it of the revelations made to 

St. Paul in his miraculous ecſtafy. And Mr. M 
we apprehend is no leſs miſtaken, when he under- 
ſtands it © of thoſe precious ſenſations and diſcoveries, 
« communicatedby the ſpirit to every believerin 
K every age. Let us attend to the context. In 
the verſes preceding verſe the ꝗth, St. Paul ſpeales 
of the wiſdom of God, in oppoſition to the wiſ- 
dom of this world (che Grecian philoſophy, al- 
Ways 
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ways called wiſdom, 1. Cor. iii. 19). He ſpeaks 
of the hidden wiſdom which God ordained be- 


fore the world, which none of the printes (the 


great men) of this world knew, &c. Now let 
any one compare this with Rom. xvi. 25, 26; 
Coloſſ. i. 26, 27; Eph. i. g. iii. g. vi. 19, and 


many other paſſages of ſcripture, and there can- 
not remain a doubt but by the wiſdom of God in 


a myſtery, in 1 Cor. ii. 7, is meant the myſtery 
of the redemption of .mankind by the ſacrifice 
of Chriſt upon the croſs: and the verſe follow- 


ing, that is, the gth, refers to the bleſſings con- 


ſequent upon it both in this life and that which 
is to come, viz. reconciliation and acceptance 

{that is, juſtification), regeneration, and the aid 
of the Holy Spirit in this world; life and im- 
mortality in the world to come; all which were 
my ſteries “, that is, ſecrets, which eye had not ſeen, 
nor ear 1 neither had entered into the heart of 
man. But God (ſays St. Paul) hath now reveal- 
ed them unto us (his Apoſtles) by his ſpirit ; that 
ſpirit which ſearcheth the deep things of God, 
that we might know the things that are freely 
given to us (to mankind) of God; which things 
we (the Apoſtles) ſpeak (that ag preach) ; not 
in the words which man's wiſdom teacheth, but 
which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth.—But the natu- 
ral man receiveth them not, verſes 10—14. 


So they are called, 1 Cor, iy, 1, 


Without 
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Without entering into the preciſe meaning of 
theſe laſt. verſes *, it ſeems evident that verſes 
10, 11, 12, and 13, deſcribe the way in which 
the Apoſtles received their knowledge of theſe 
myſteries, and their qualification for teaching 
them to others. But all do not receive theſe 
new truths revealed by the ſpirit of God (verſe 
14): the Apoſtle then deſcribes the character 
of thoſe who reject them, and the reaſon of their 
ſo doing. The Apoſtle therefore ſpeaks, i in verſe 
6 to verſe 13, of the diſcoveries communicated ' 
to themſelves only, and to himſelf in particular; 
which was by the immediate revelation of Jeſus 
Chriſt, as himſelf ſays, Gal. i. 12. And he ſays 
both of himſelf and the other Apoſtles, that their 
ſufficiency was of God, who had made them 
able miniſters of the New Teſtament, 2 Cor. iii. 
6, 6. Both their ſufficiency in point of know. 
ledge of the goſpel myſtery, otherwiſe called the 
myſtery of Chriſt, Eph. iii. 4 (a knowledge 
this, given by inſpiration; complete, and without 
error) and alſo their ſufficiency in point of per- 
ſonal qualifications, ſuch as zeal, courage, and 


* When i it is ſaid, « the natural man cannot fe: them,” 
that is, the things freely given us of God, or the goſpel pri- 
vileges, ought we not to take the word know in the com- 
mon ſcriptural ſenſe, as Heb. viii. 11, and therefore con- 
clude that the words cannot know, do not import an inabili- 


ty in the head, but a perverſeneſs of the 6 heart, that will not 
ou them an impartial examination? : 
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utterance, which were likewiſe of God . We 
now leave it to the reader to determine, whether 
this chapter is written profeſedly on that inſpira- ' 
tion of the ſpirit, which is common to all chriſ- 
tians in all ages ; or whether it be not chiefly 
on that which was peculiar to the Apoſtles, and 
which enabled them both to preach the goſpel, 
and to write the ſcriptures. 
But. there are writers who perhaps do not 
wholly agree with Mr. M. and yet contend for 
the neceſſity of a divine teaching (in the moſt li- 
teral ſenſe), in order to underſtand the ſcriptures. 


And ſo, we apprehend, is the ſufficiency of miniſters at ; 
this day, in reſpe& of zeal, courage, utterance, &c. But 
their ſufficiency in point of knowledge muſt depend on a di- 
ligent ſtudy of the ſeriptures; not on divine communications, 
as it was in the Apoſtles time. | 3 

+ In page 92 Mr. M. ſays, He that denies the neceſ- 

«© ſity of divine illumination, in order to underſtand the 
% ſcriptures, might as well deny the divine inſpiration of 
«© the ſcriptures themſelves.” 

If by underſtanding the ſcriptures he means naderfan ding 
the whole, and without error, a divine illumination is indeed 
neceſſary for every man; but we deny that ſuch an under- 
ſtanding of the ſcriptures is neceſſary for ſalvation. Never. 
theleſs it is the duty of every one to endeavour to under- 
ſtand all he can. 

And though it is the duty of all, diligently to read the 
Bible, yet will their knowledge of divine truth differ ex. 
ceedingly, both in elearneſs and extent, according to age, 
natural capacity, and literary improvements. A divine il- 
lumination of the underſtanding would ſet all perſons upon 
a wont, as it did the illiterate fiſhermen of Galilee, - 


The 
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The paſſages of ſcripture on which they ground 
their opinion are chiefly thoſe in which the 
word teach occurs. 

Now the word teach, in its common and lite- 
ral acceptation, means to inſtruct another, to 
inform his underſtanding. Knowledge is defined . 
by Mr. Locke to be, © the perception of the. 
« agreement or diſagreement of ideas in the 
© mind.” But there is a ſcriptural ſenſe of ma- 
ny common words, different from their literal 
ſenſe; which ariſes from, and can only be de- 
termined by, their frequent uſe in the Bible *. 
Among others, the words wiſdom, underſtanding, 
| Fnowledge, &c. are uſed, not for the perception 
of the agreement or diſagreement of ideas, but 
for a diſpoſition of the will, or a ſtate of the af. 
fections. The fear of the Lord, that is wiſdom ; 
and to depart from evil, is underſtanding. Job, 
xxviii. 28: and we might quote almoſt the 
whole book of Proverbs. Teaching is uſed for 
making a change in the will or the affections of 
another. I will teach you the fear of the Lord, 
Pſ. xxxiv. 11.— Again, Teach the young women to 
be ſober, chaſte, keepers at home, obedient to their 
huſbands. Titus, 11. 4. Now the writers of the 
New Teſtament do almoſt conſtantly adopt the 
language and metaphors of the Old Teſtament. 


* Examples of this might be produced without end. —See 
Taylor's Key, 


So 


EET r 


| firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, &c. iii. 1 7: if. 
dom here means an affection of the mind, a tem- 


per, a diſpoſition: wiſdom, if it import know- 


are in truth the gift of God t, who upbraideth 


ledge in Mr. Locke s ſenſe (and that is the com- 
mon one), whether it be a knowledge of ma- 
thematical or theological truths, or any other, 

hath no moral character at all.— So again Jakins, 
i. 5—If any of you lack wiſdom, let bim aſt of God, 

that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, 
and it ſhall be given him. What! a complete 
knowledge of all the doctrines, nay and of the 
myſteries too, of Chriſtianity ? What! a power 
of underſtanding and interpreting infallibly all 
parts of ſcripture, and this equally to all per- 
ſons of every age, and every capacity? No fuch 
thing! but God giveth to all that diſpoſition of 
the will, that ſtate of the affections, which alone 
can make the (abſtract) knowledge of the doc- 
trines profitable, that is, conducive to ſalvation— 


affections which the knowledge of the truths 


both of natural and revealed religion ought to 
excite, but which in fact (that is, by nature) they 
do not ſufficiently excite; do not ſa excite, as 
to ſtir up the wills to do what the underſtand- 
ing dictates and approves—affections which 


„Collect for the 25th Sunday after Trinity. 
+ Second Collect at Evening Prayer. 
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. not us fallen — — the want of them 
Thus, then, the teaching of the head muſt . 
firſt, and the teaching of the heart may, through 
God's grace, follow after . When three thou- 
ſand were converted at one. time, it was the 
preaching of Peter, and'the'eleven, that inform- 
ed.their underſtandings; but' it was through the 
power of the ſpirit that they were | ſs in 
their hearts.—dActs, i the 
So again it is ſaid, All thy children ſhall be taught 
of the Lord. Iſaiah, liv. 1g.—Vaſt ſtreſs is laid , 
on this text. It is in the mouths of many Who 
plainly underſtand it in the moſt literal ſenſe; 
as if all pious perſons were inſtructed immediate- 
ly of God. But let us ſee how it is underſtood, 
and commented on, by our Lord himſelf: No 
man can come unto me, except the Father, which hath 
ſent me, draw bim. John, vi. 44, 45- — Does this * 
metaphor, this drawing, import the informing of 
| the underſtanding, or the inclining of the will 
| and affections? Surely the latter. In the ſame 


1 ſenſe, John, xii. 32.— And yet this drawing is 3 

; Affections without knowledge, i is enthuſiaſm : knowledge 1 

; without affections, is not religion; it is ind! fone, ut- 8 

ö terly unprofitable to ſalvation. 

. Moral character conſiſts in a ſtate of the will ant affections, 

. not in a ſtate of the underſtanding. Actions conſtitute mo- 

| ral character only ſo far forth, as they ſhow the ſtate of the . 

I will and affections. The office of the underſtanding is to di- 4 
G rect the will, and to mw out to the affections their proper | 1 

„ object. | Y 


9 what 
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what Chriſt repreſents as exactly the ſame with 
the teaching in Iſaiah. Chriſt thus quotes Iſaiah : 
It is written in the prophets, And they ſhall be all 
taught of God—and he-proceeds to lay, Every man 
therefore that hath heard (my doctrine), and hath 
learned of the Father (not the doctrine, for 
that they learned of Chriſt himſelf), cometh-unto 
me, Here is the effect, the criterion, of having 
learned, or being taught, of the Father: thoſe 
who are ſo taught, come unto Chriſt : his doc- 
trine is not* only literally underſtood, but alfo 
influences the will and affections : it is profita- 
| bly underſtood. So alfo 1 Theſſ. iv. 9, where 
being taught of God, cannot poflibly mean re- 
ceiving inſtruction from God, but the having 
the affections influenced by che ſpirit of God. 
It is frequently urged that Chriſt has promiſ- 
cd, that the ſpirit of truth ſhould lead bis diſciples 
into all truth. John, xvi. 13 lt is very evi- 
dent, from the context, that this promiſe was to 
the Apoſtles only, and was to ſupply the una- 
voidable defects in what Chriſt had taught them 
perſonally. In verſe 12 he ſays: I have many 
things to ſay unto you, but ye cannot bear them now : 


* Milner againſt Gibbon, p. 91; and Hervey 8 Letters 
vol. ii, p. 92. 116. Some add (for it is not in the text) a, 
far ai is needful to ſalvation. Some error then, it ſeems, is 
conſiſtent with ſalvation, But who ſhall ſay how much, or 
what ? or who ſhall ſay how far either 3 ignorance or error is 


* or excuſable? 
| _ bow- 
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bowbeit, when be, the ſpirit of truth, is come, be 
ill guide you into all truth (or, all the truth); that 
is, manifeſtly, into the whole of the truth, which 
now ye know in part only “. And in reſpect to 
what Chriſt had taught them perſonally, a pro- 
miſe was given, that the. Holy Ghoſt ſhould 
both teach them all things (which Chriſt had 
not taught them), and alſo bring all things to 
their remembrance which he had taught them: 
Whatſoever I have ſaid unto you. John, xiv. 26. 
The Apoſtles were to be the teachers of all 

mankind. Their knowledge of the doctrines of 
Chriſt was both clear and complete: it was 
either a perfect recollection, with a clear and 
juſt underſtanding, both of what Chriſt himſelf 
had ſaid, and alſo of what the ſcriptures had 
ſaid concerning him; or it was new knowledge 
immediately communicated to them by the ſpi- 
rit of — 25 Nor was this knowledge, like 
what 


In the latter part of this + it is ſaid, He (the ſpirit 
of truth), will few you things to come. — This proves that 
what Chriſt W in this verſe, was directed to the Apoſtles 
only. 

+ Luke, xxiv. 45; John, i ii. 19, 223 xil. 16. 

We are inclined to ſuppoſe the former was the caſe with 
the Apoſtles, who followed Chriſt ; the latter was the pecu” 
liar caſe of St. Paul, being one born out of due time. The 
knowledge ſo acquired, the Apoſtles committed to writing : 
and this is the meaning, and all the meaning, of inſpired 
_ writings, notwithſtanding the whimſical diſtinctions of ſome 

divines—. See Dr. Powell's Diſcourſes, iv. and xv. 
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what is acquired by human means, , attended 
with doubts and difficulties; it was neither ob- 


ſcure nor ambiguous ; nor were the Apoſtles in ' 


any uncertainty by what way they received it. 


Both the Apoſtles and Old Prophets expreſs 
themſelves with the utmoſt preciſion and con- 
fidence. The Prophets continually preface their 
declarations to the people with Thus ſaith the 
Lord: and Micaiah to Ahab's meſſenger V bat 
the Lord ſaith unto me, that will I ſpeak. Mi- 
caiah knew not, at that inſtant, what the Lord 
would ſay; it was revealed to him afterwards. 
So St. Paul—1 delivered unto you, firſt of all, 
THAT WHICH I RECEIVED, how that Chriſt died 
for our fins. And in his Epiſtle to the Galatians 
he declares that the Goſpel which he preached, 


was taught him by the immediate revelation of 


Jeſus Chriſt. 


When the ſpirit commanded Peter to go along 
with the Roman ſoldier, and the houſehold ſer- 


vants of Cornelius, he had no doubts of the re- 


velation, no doubts by what authority he was 
commanded to join the company of thoſe who 


In reſpe& to what is here ſaid (about the manner in which 
the Apoſtles were taught the Chriſtian doctrines), one doctrine 
ought to be excepted, viz. The Call of the Gentiles. In 
what manner Peter was taught this, and through him the 
other Apoſtles, is circumſtantially related in Acts, x. and xi. 


were 
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' were heathen, and zo go to one of another nation : 

and the firſt chriſtians certainly knew when they 
did or did not uſe their ſpiritual gifts and pow- 
ers. When they propheſied, that is, preached 
unto the people, they knew it was through the 
power, and by the authority, of the-ſpirit ®. And 
do thoſe who urge this text in Iſaiah, and the 
other texts beforementioned, like the Apoſtles 
and firſt Chriſtians, know when they are under 
this divine teaching? . Do they know the parti- 
cular doctrines for which they have this great 
authority ? or does this claim of being taught 
of Ged, ſtamp a general authority on all they 
hold? So it has been ſaid. —Mr. Hervey, we 
have been told, was a man of much prayer, 
ſpent a great part of his life in the ſtudy of the 
ſcriptures: his principles had an happy effect 


1 Cor. xii. xiii. xiv. 30. 32. &c. 
| Preaching extempore, may be convenient, and may with 
propriety be attempted by a miniſter long uſed to compoſe 
his ſermons ; it may ſave him the irkſome labour of much 
writing, But the common people often look upon extem- 
pore preaching as the gift, as the effuſion, of the ſpirit ; like 
the gift of propheſying in the Apoſtolic age, beſtowed upon 
thoſe who had no previous qualification, and made no pre- 
paration for- ſpeaking in public on religious ſubjects. We 


hope there are none who encourage this notion merely to give 


authority to the doctrines they preach, or an eclat to them - 
ſelves. 
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on him while living, and enabled him to die 


with compoſure “. 


Now comes the fly intimation— Therefore, 
when you differ from him, he may yoss1BLy, 
be in the right. And all this may with equal 
truth be ſaid of the late Mr. Law, and of ma- 
ny pious papiſts, whoſe piety ſtamps no autho- 
rity on their opinions: and what weight ought 
the opinion, the criticiſms, the interpretations 
of the pious Mr. Hervey, to have with us, more 
than thoſe of the learned Dr. Bentley? As far 
as the Calviniſt Hervey was really unprejudiced, 
as well as prayed to be ſo—as far as, being ready 
to do the will of God, he was averſe to no di- 
vine truths—ſo far his opinions may have weight; 
but in caſes where any thing more than common 


good ſenſe is required t, this piety may be 


ealily overbalanced by the extenſive learning, 
the great parts, the. critical diſcernment of a 
Bentley. It is true, theſe qualifications, without 


Mr. Hervey ſtyles himſelf a Calviniſt.— See his Letters, 
vol. ii. p. 91. 

+ Some articles of the Chriſtian Faith are ſo plain, that 
every man of common ſenſe, who has the Bible in his hand, 
is on a level with the profoundeſt ſcholar: for inftance, the 
reſurre&ion of the dead, and a' general Judgement, are ſo 
clearly deſcribed, and fo frequently aſſerted, in ſcripture, that 
he who runs may read: and I donot ſcruple to add, the for- 
giveneſs of fins, and reconciliation through the ſacrifice of 
Chriſt on the croſs, called in ſcripture language his blood; 
or, as we call it, the Doctrine of the Atonement. 
grace, 
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grace, could be no bleſſing to Bentley himſelf; 
but that does not hinder but that they may be 
uſeful to others.—After all, we muſt remember 
that neither the piety, the diligence, or the 
learning of any man, can give his opinions an 
authority ſuperior to ſcripture : and of the con- 


formity of any opinions to ſcripture, every man 
has a right to judge for himſelf, without being 


cenſured or reviled for his deciſion. 

We mean not, in any thing we have ſaid, to 
deny that he who formed the human mind, can 
give clearer ideas, quicker apprehenſions, or 
more extenſive views of the Chriſtian doctrines; 
can ſuggeſt to the mind ſuch a ſenſe of a diffi- 
cult paſſage in ſcripture, as, when known, any 
one can abundantly confirm; but we deny that 
any man can tell that ſuch doctrines, or ſuch in- 
terpretations of ſcripture; are the ſuggeſtions of 
the ſpirit of truth. We cannot draw the line 
between what is natural and what is ſupernatu- 
ral. We are too much in the dark about the 
nature of the divine agency and government, 


to diſcern of ourſelves how and when, and to 


what degree, God interpoſes ; that is, adds to, 
interrupts, or changes his uſual method of con- 
veying knowledge to our minds, or of govern- 
ing the world. 

The faculty we call IXVENTIOxXx, is won- 
derful. A man wiſhes to contrive a machine for 
ſome purpole, or invent a demonſtration of a 

D 4 mathe- 
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mathematical propoſition. He tries ſome time 


in vain; all of a ſudden it comes into bis mind, as 


it did to Archimedes in the bath: and you may 
call thoughts thus ſuddenly ſuggeſted, as the 
poets do, inſpiration v. It will be ſaid, all this 
was natural; for the water expelled by the body 
of the philoſopher, when he entered the bath, 
ſuggeſted the thought of making a ſimilar ex- 
periment on the golden crown of king Hiero. 
Be it ſo.—Similar accidental circumſtances may 
be the means of diſcovering the ſenſe of a paſ- 
ſage in ſcripture, perhaps the unperceived means; 
but ſurely you ought not to claim a divine au- 
thority for your interpretation, either from the 
ſuddenneſs or the force with which it ſtrikes 
your mind. When God is pleaſed to interrupt 
the courſe of nature, in order to ſtamp his au- 
thority on a doctrine, his ä is never 
equivocal. \ . K 
The writers who ſpeak of a divine — 
in the manner before mentioned, ſometimes 
conſider the ſpirit of truth as informing the 
mind wholly without human means; but moſt 
commonly as teaching the true ſenſe of ſerip- 
ture. © The ſpirit of God,” ſays Mr. N. © re 
e yeals no new truths, but only ſhows the mean- 


See Plutarch's tract Non poſe ſuaviter + vivere ee 
Epicurum. 
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« ing of his own written word “.“ And the 
Spirit of God is repreſented by Mr. S. as re- 
vealing the ſenſe of particular paſſages, in an- 
ſwer to prayer. And he ſolemnly declares that 
e he has prayed over many paſſages of (cripture, 
« chapter by chapter, and verſe by verſe F.“ 
What he ſays, evidently ſhews that he expected 
a revelation of the ſenſe of theſe paſſages in 
- anſwer to prayer; and he ſuppoſes that the doc. 
trines he has embraced, are in this way the 
dictates of the ſpirit : in other words, that he 
was, in the moſt literal meaning of the phraſe, 
taught of God the true ſenſe of ſcripture. —An 


infallible interpreter - of - ſcripture, differs very 
little from an infallible judge of controverſy *. 


0 Cardibonia, or Letters, in 2 vol. by Mr. Newton, vol. i. 
p. eee e writer ſays, «« The Holy Ghoſt makes 
no new revelation in point of doctrine, only gives efficacy 


© to what 1s already revealed. 3 Venn' * Duty of Man, P» | 


184. ed. 3.—We ſubſcribe to this ſentiment. 


1 The Force of Truth, by Mr. Scott, morning preacher 
at the Lock Hoſpital, p. 164, 165. 198. Alfo 3 s Let- 


ters, vol. ii. p. 91. 

In p. 199 Mr. Scott ſays, “ As ſurely as I believe God's 
s promiſe to be faithful, as ſurely as I believe him to be a God 
% that heareth prayer, ſo ſurely do I believe that fleſh and 
«© blood hath not revealed to me the doctrines I now preach, 
1 but God himſelf, by his Holy Spirit.” 

t Mr. Scott ſays that John, vii. 16, 17, contains a di- 
«« rection and promiſe;”” which anſwers the purpoſe of a clue 


to extricate every ſincere enquirer after truth out of the la- 


byrinth of controverſy. Force of Truth, p. 43- 
But 
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writers of this claſs, Mr. Hervey in his Letters, 
vol. ii. p. 62— Men of ſuperior abilities too 
« often lean to their own underſtanding, and 
© reject the guidance, the teachings, of the Holz 
Ghoſt: not becauſe theſe are not 9 
inſiſted upon, and promiſed in the goſpel; 
« but becauſe they fancy themſelves capable of 
comprehending, without ſupernatural aid, the 
wonderful works of God (Acts, ii. 11).”— 
Again, *I am defirous of being taught by the 
e labours of learned men, more defirous of be- 
„ ing taught by the written word of Revelation; 


« bat amidſt all, and above all, to be' taught of 
“ God: or, as our Liturgy very boldly, but not 


“ improperly, explains the Prophet—taught by 1 
« the inſpiration of God's Holy Spirit *.“ 
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. When Mr. Hervey in the ſame ſentence ſays, 
#h j | taught by the labours of learned men, taught by 
4:28 . the written word of Revelation, zaught of God; 
N the common rules of conſtruction require us to 
i} underſtand the word zaught in one and the 
1 ſame ſenſe i in all three places. To be taught of 
b God, then, here means, to have our underſtanding 
. informed to know what that information is—and 
a) by what Nane or from Who, we receive ſuch | 
WF Where is the Prophet (7 ſaiah) fs explained i in the 1 
gy? We ſhall conſider * afterwards, 


1 


a * ” „ 
$0 8 I © ES 
0 ß 


{4 


On the Influence of the Holy Spirit. 43 


inſtruction; namely, from God himſelf. The 


teaching here ſpoken of, can mean no leſs than 
a divine teaching, in the moſt. literal ſenſe of 
the word teach, and that we know it to be ſo. . 

Mr. H. ſays, ſuch a teaching is promiſed in 


the goſpel : he ſays not where; but he probably. 


means in thoſe paſſages always quoted to ſhow 
this, viz. John, vi. 44; xvi. 13; James, i. 5, &c. 
which we have before conſidered. And he re- 


preſents it as a preſumption, that we ſhane :* 


think ourſelves capable of comprehending, with- 
out ſupernatural aid, the wonderful works of God®, 


Yet the ſtrangers at Jeruſalem, who heard the 7 


inſpired Apoſtles declare theſe very works, each 
in his own tongue, were capable of comprehend. 
ing them, without ſupernatural aid. It is not 
' repreſented as a miracle, that the ſtrangers ſhould 
underſtand the Apoſtles, but that the Apoſtles 
ſhould ſpeak theſe things in the language of 
every ſtranger. 
After all, there is perhaps no they reaſon foe 


Mr. Hervey's thus charging men of ſuperior a 


abilities, in general, with rejecting the proper 
guidance, and the ſeriptural teaching, of the 
Holy Ghoſt; but that, in general, mem of ſupe- 


Mr. Hervey quotes the Greek. If he expounds ro 
, to mean the great myſteries or ſecret councils of 
God in the Redemption of man, &c. I e not 
themſelves comprehend theſe. 1 Pet. i. 12. 
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rior abilities do not agree with Mr. Hervey l in 
his favourite points of divinity. 

God hath given to men an undes g 
which it is their duty to employ i in ſearching out 
his will. The means he has appointed for the 
| Informing of their underſtanding, are hearing, 
reading, and all the helps to reading; but, above 
all, it is for this purpoſe that God has appoint- 
ed, and ftill ſupports, a goſpel miniſtry ; ſo that 
not only men of letters, but the unlearned poor 
who are in need of inſtruction and who are un- 
able to get information from books, and cannot 
command the inſtruction of others - may yet 
have the goſpel preached to them. For mini- 
ſters are to inſtruct, as well as to exhort and re- 
buke. It is to the ſtated means of information, 
to Moſes and the prophets, that we are ſent by 
our Lord; and are told, if we expect or require 
ſupernatural means, they will be denied us *. 
And natural, means alone, as far as information 
goes, are ſufficient to make every man, of every 
age or capacity, wiſe; not indeed in the predeter- 
minate council of God, or the ſecrets of his diſpen- 
ſations ; but wiſe to bis own ſalvation. I ſay, as 
far as information goes: for the ſpirit of God is 
indeed wanted, to diſpoſe men to attend /eriou/- 
ly, and without prejudice, to inſtruction ; and to 


» Luke, xvi. 29. 31. 
give 
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vive to what they read, or hear, i its proper (bene. 

ficial) influence on the will and affections: elſe 

why do ſo many in vain fit under the ſound of the 

goſpel; while to others, in the very ſame con- 

gregation, it is the wiſdom of God, and the 
power of God unto ſalvation ? 

When Solomon forbids us to lean to our 0Wn. 

- underſtanding, he forbids us to over-rate our own: 
underſtanding; to ſuppoſe we underſtand what 

we do not, and perhaps what we cannot. He does 
not forbid us to 2 our underſtanding; no, nor 

the common helps to the underſtanding “. Vet 

Mr. Scott ſays of ſuch enquirers after truth, 

« that they hereby ſhew that they expect to 

'« find it, not by truſting in the Lord, aſking 
« wiſdom of him, or ſeeking in the word of God, 
« and prayer to be taught of God; but by lean- 
ct ing to their own underſtanding, reſting the ar- 
« gument on reaſonings and authorities, &c. ' 

Are we then to diſcard context and grammar, 

critics and commentators, and expect a revela- 

tion by the Holy Spirit of the true ſenſe of ſcrip- 

ture? Be it ſo: yet, unleſs we perceive and are 


N The 4 and Elders i in the firſt age of the church, 
did not deſpiſe or reject the uſe of their natural underſtand- 
ing, although they had the ſpirit. When a diſpute aroſe a- 3 2 
bout a point of doctrine, they came 1 fo CONSIDER of * 4 
the matter. Acts, xv. 

8 + Force of Truth, p- 100 


aſſured 
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aſſured that the ſenſe we adopt is the revelation 
of the ſpirit, it will be of no authority at all. 
And, ſhould we ſatisfy ourſelves that it is fo, how 
ſhall we ſatisfy others? without which we had 
better keep the revelation to ourſelves. There 
are none who with ſo much juſtice may be ſaid 
to lean to their own underſtandings, as two op- 
poſite ſorts of men—thoſe who eſpouſe a ſchool 
divinity, and thoſe who cry up a vain philoſo- 
phy ; both equally unknown to ſcripture. 

In the diſcourſes intitled Meſſiah v, it is ſaid, 
«© The beſt knowledge of what relates to the per- 
“ ſon of Chriſt (his divine nature and origin), i is 
* to be obtained, not ſo much by enquiry and 
« ſtudy on our part, as by a gracious manifeſta. | 
tion on his part”. Vol. ii. p. 31.— What is 
this manifeſtation, which ſupplies, or rather ſu- 
perſedes, the neceſſity of enquiry and war on 
our part ? 

In theſe diſcourſes we are continually exhort- 
ed to give attention to the great teacher, to 
have a dependance on divine teaching, to ſub- 
mit to the great teacher T. Chriſt is called the 
great teacher, who gives both knowledge and 


* Mefliah, two vols. of Sermons, by the Rev. Mr. News- 
ton, rector of St, Mary Woolnoth, London. 

+ So alſo Mr. Milner, p. 99, talks of thoſe who 228 ts 
the teaching of the Hurit. 


Capa- 
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capacity ® . Thoſe whom he e learn 
what no human inftruction can impart, &c.—Is 
_ Chriſt then the great teacher of all Chriſtians, 
in the ſame ſenſe that he was the great teacher 
of St. Paul, Gal. i. 12? In theſe, and innumer- 
able other paſſages, it is left doubtful,” whether 
we are to take ſuch expreſſions in the common 
and literal ſenſe; or in a ſcriptural but meta- 
phorical ſenſe; whether we are to underſtand 
by Chriſt the great teacher, and this divine 
teaching, a teaching of the head or of the heart. 
It cannot but convey to the mind of moſt read- 
ers, an expectation of an immediate communi- 

cation of religious truths (whether new ones, or 
the true ſenſe of the ſcriptures, it matters not), 
and that by the holy ſpirit of God, without the 
intervention of human means. We leave it to 
the - conſideration of ſuch writers, whether, if 
they do believe they are in this manner taught 
of God, they do not ſay too little, when they 
ſtop ſhort of avowing ſuch: divine communica- 
tions in the moſt unequivocal terms, and claim- 
ing the authority of an inſpired Apoſtle ? If 


Vol. i. p. 276. germ. xv. The text to this formon, 
Mart. xi. 29, Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for 1 am 
meek, &c. is greatly miſunderſtood and miſapplied. Chriſt 
here propoſes himſelf an example of humility, &c. The idea 
of teaching, in its literal ſenſe, is never introduced; only the 
word learn occurs; from which this whole le of a di- 
vine teaching, in the literal ſenſe is derived. 


other- 
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„eee whether they do not ſay tbo much, 


when they uſe a language that cannot but ſug- 5 


geſt to every reader, that they have, in the moſt 
literal ſenſe, ſuch an authoritative teaching? And 


we may obſerve that the language of theſe wris | 


ters, in ſpeaking either of the office of Chriſt as 
a prophet and teacher, or of the ordinary in- 
fluence of the ſpirit on the minds of believers, 
although abounding in ſeriptural words, is by 
no means conſonant to the language of the A- 
poſtles. Compare not words, but the tenour of 
what theſe writers ſay, with the tenour of Ree 
the Apoſtles ſay. . 


So again, vol. i. p. 159— When the heh 1 


* ence of Chriſt unto death, is revealed by the 
”* Holy Spirit to the enlightened conſcience, it af. 
« fords a clear and ſatisfactory diſcoveryof recon- 
« cjliation with God; it ſhews that, on his part, 
« eyery hindrance to the free exerciſe of mercy. 
te js thereby removed, the honour of his law vin- 
« dicated*, and the demands of his juſtice anſwer- 
ed.“ And a little after the author ſpeaks of the 
cauſes, the nature, and the deſign of the Redeemer's 
ſufferings, as being underſtood by us ſinners; and 
we muſt ſuppoſe by the revelation of the ſame 


® This is not the language of the Apoſtles, who never 
talk of the honour of God's law, and its vindication, nor of 
the demands of God's juſtice ; it is hows language of the ſchools 


only. 


ſpirit. 
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were the hindrances, on God's part, to the free 
exerciſe of mercy? or how theſe were removed 
by. the. obedience of Chriſt unto death? how the 
demands of God's juſtice were anſwered, and 
the. honour of his law vindicated ? And are the 


cauſes, the nature, and deſign oF that e fe 


_ eouncilof God (Acts, ii. 23) laid open to us by the 
teaching of the ſpirit? If the hindrance of the 


free exerciſe of mercy on God's part—if the 


- cauſes, nature, and deſign of the Redeemer's ſuf- 


ferings, as reſpecting the honour and juſtice of 


God, and all his attributes—are indeed made 
known to us, it muſt be by a ſpecial revelation; 
either a revelation of new truths, or, what is 
probably here intended, a revelation by the ſpi- 
rit, ſhowing the meaning of his own written 
word; ſuch a meaning as entirely ſuits the au- 
. 4hor's favourite doctrine of penal ſatisfaction *. 

If Chriſt be, as was ſaid (vol. i. p. 277), © the 
« great teacher who not only inſtructs, - but gives 


« the Capacity to receive his ſublime inſtruc. 
tions,“ then all who are thus taught will 


The whole of the paſſage here quoted, is both obſcure 
and ambiguous, For what is a revelation of the Holy Spirit 
to the enlightened conſcience? And, through the whole, it 
is hard to ſay, whether the author ſpeaks of a revelation, by 
the n of truth, b oeante government, or reſpect- 
ing man's ſalvation. 
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finally arrive at the ſame degree of knowledge: "6 
and, what is more, will all agree in the fame 
döckriltes, "Thoſe' who ate literally taught by 
the ſpirit of truth, muſt be taught alike, for-truth 
is uniform *. But here the diſagreements among 
men of piety make a difficulty: to remove this, 
they have created an unſcriptural diſtinction 
of eſentials and non-eſſentials. ' There are then 
certain capital doctrines, which we are told 
* muſt be known and experienced by all who are 
© taught of -God: 3 They, and they only, who 
© are thus taught, are true Chriſtians 1. If you 
enquire eagerly what'theſe fundamentals are (for 
ſo they are alfo-caltet), you will be told; * they 
are ſuch doctrines as ſpiritual perſons, who 
« really depend upon a divine teaching, are 
« agreedin.” Still it will be aſked, who are theſe 
ſpiritual perfons ? The anſwer-at laſt will ter- 
minate in this—Thoſe who hold the ſame" opi- 
nions that we do, and none elſe. And thus the 
argument will run round in a cirele. 


Ss + w- 07S 1 


Mr. Scott ſays, he is confident that al ſuch will in 
time be brought to the ſame concluſion in all things which 
he conſiders as eſſential to ſalvation. Force of Truth, p. 162. 
What theſe eſſentials are, he does not ſay.— See alſo p. 119. 
The criterion, whether you are taught of God or not, will 
at laſt end in this—Do you hold the doctrines we do, at. ee 
thoſe we call eſſentials ? for doe are * of 0G, int 4s 
. Meſſiah, vol. ii, p. 18. © nüt 
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Mr. Milner ſums: up all theſe fundamental 

truths: in- one, to which he ſays all.the reſt are 

| ©  -*<ducible. And what ie that one concerning 
| which he ſays, “all who deſerve the-name of 

e believers are agreed in *?“ It is this“ Jeſus. 


e 3 5 " 5 Oy” TEE 84 of SZ vt 121 
;** Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners, 


"op fully, freely, and eternally.” ls it not plain, $ 
that, to evade the objection of a diſagreement - 


among believers, he makes his fundamental truth 
fo general and comprehenſive, as to take in not 
only every ſect of proteſtants, but papiſts, ſoci- 
nians, and perhaps mahometans too ?—The ſo- 
„ t 92 nr 3 N wn : Gy . 

cinian. will lay, The man Chriſt Jeſus came 
an. S $2 7S hu. TX. LEES? Tia LIL: 

into the world to fave ſinners, © fully, freely, 
and gteryally,” by, his moral precepts and 
good -example : and the mahometan allows je- 
dus to be a prophet ſent ſrom Ged, and joins 


bim with, Mahomet in, the office; of inftrücting, 
_ reforming, and ſaving mankind. Thoſę who 


8 ä Nin Nen 
pretend to draw the preciſe line between eſſen- 
tials and non-eſſentials, cannot agree among 


417 


vyanity of the attempt. 


The misfortune is, when once the common 


1 


5 people think they are thus literally taught of 


|. God, whether it be new truths, or the genuine 
_ ſenſe of ſeripture, they will ſoon ſet up for great 


* Milner againſt Gibbon, p· 95. 9 9 .. | 
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| 1 78 | finally arrive at the ſame degree of kewlodge + 
1 and, what is more, will all agree in the 3 
3 5 rſtkes Thöſe Who ate literally taught by 
1 ; / the ſpirit of truth, muſt be taught alike, for-truth 
_ = is uniform *. But here the'diſagreements\among 
1 men of piety make a difficulty: to remove this, 
— they have created an unfcriptural diſtinction 
as li 2 | of eſfentials and non-eſſentials. ' There are then 
__ $3 certain capital doctrines, which we are told 


„ muſt be known and experienced by all who are 
e taught of God. They, and they only, Who 
*« are thus taught, are true Chriftians +." If you 
enquire eagerly what theſe fundamentals are (for 
ſo they are alſo called), you will be told; * they 
« are ſuch doctrines. as ſpiritual perſons, who 
10 « really depend upon a divine teaching,” are 

| þ | « agreedin.' ' Still i it will be aſked, who are theſe. 
ny „„ ſpiritual perfons? The anſwer at laſt will ter- 
F minate in this—Thoſe who hold the ſame opi- 
nions that we do, and none elſe. And thus the 
argument will run round in a circle. 
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* Mr. Scott ſays, he is confident that alt ſuch will in 
time be brought to the ſame concluſion in all things which 
he conſiders as eſſential to ſalvation. / Force of Truth, p. 162. 
53 What theſe eſſentials are, he does not ſay, —See alſo p. 119. 

| The criterion, whether you are taught of God or not, will 

| at laſt end in this Do you hold the doctrines we do, at. leaſt 
| thoſe we call eſſentials? for de are taught of God. FORE 

+ Meſſiah, vol. ii. p.18. A 

Mr. , 
FE” 


nnn WTI 


> % * 72 
* — * x 9 8 — * 


On rhe * oi the Hol gr. ; ba | $2 


WE 


8 . Milner ſums up all theſe. fundamental 


3 in one, to, uhich he ſays all. the reſt are 
+. reducible. - And what is that one concerning 


which he ſays, “ all who deſerye the- name of 


e believers are agreed in*?” It i is this—* Jeſus | 
0 Chriſt came into täe wörld to "Tave finners, | 9 
1 fully, freely, and eternally.” ls it not plain, „„ 
dhe, to evade the objection of a diſagreenent 1 


among believers, he makes his fundamental truth „„ 
fo general and comprehenſive, as to take in not = 
only every ſect of proteſtants,, but papiſts, foci- 8 4 | 
 Hians, a and perhaps mahometans too ?—The ſo- . 
einian will lay, The man Chriſt Jeſus came 
into the world to ſave ſinners, © fully, freely, 
So « and eterually,” „ by, his, moral precepts and 
good example : and the mahometan allows Je- 
{us to be a prophet ſent ſrom Ged; and joins 

| bim with. Mahomet in. the office, of inſtructing, 

. reforming, and ſaying mankind. Thoſe , who 
prgtend to draw the preciſe line between ellen. + 
tials and, non-eſſentials, cannot agree among = 
_ themſelves Where to place it: and e hows tl the | . 
yanity of the attempt. ; | - 

1 misfortune i is, when once che common 
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People "think. they are thus literally taught of 
God, whether it be new truths, or the genuine 
_ ſenſe of leripture, they will 2 ſer, up for great 


kd 


* Milner againſt Gibbon, p-. 95. 9 3 nll, : 
95 E 2 | divines; 


1 SLOT m7 


8 deinds ; become proud, dogmatical, haters UE. 
All that differ from them in what they ſuppoſe 
1 5 eſſentials (and as the liſt of eſſentials is not . 
| made out, no one knows how far this may go): 

they will be proud, as poſſeſſing a knowledge 
"ſuperior to others; dogmatical, becauſe they will 
' ſuppoſe they certainly know the true ſenſe of 
ſcripture : and they will hate thoſe who differ 
from them in their favourite dogmas, whom 
they will conſider as ſo many prophane Eſaus, 
that deſpiſe the Chriſtians birthright, contempt- 
uouſly refuſe to ſubmit to Chrift, the great teacher, 
and do deſpite to the ſpirit of grace. And be- 
ing poſſeſſed of ſuch ſuperior means of obtain- 
ing divine knowledge, they will deſpiſe all hu- 
man means; look upon human learning as 
worſe than uſeleſs, as an enemy to the Chriſtian 
© revelation. In the mean time, men of ſound 
_ underſtanding, and real learning, in what is call- 
ed philology and the ſciences, diſguſted with 
the nonſenſe of ſuch pretenders, too haſtily 
' conclude that the Chriſtian revelation is at va- 
riance with common ſenſe, and deny all influ- 
. ence of the ſpirit whatever; and not unfrequent- 
ly deny a doctrine of natural religion, very near 
of kin to this—that the bearts of kings are in the 
band of the Lord, _ he TAN" them” ner. 
TO de will. 
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On the Influence of the Holy opirie. . 


They who deny the influence of God over he 
minds of men (not more perceptible, nor more 


incomprehenſible, than the influence of the 


Holy Spirit in the Chriſtian ſyſtem), do virtually 


deny God's government over the world, and in 


effect . us into ag e Atheiſm. - Ros; 


And Gem my der Sir, you will hes —_ it 


is I aim at. The offices, the very being, of the 


Holy Spirit, are-too often denied. in theſe days'; 
I wiſh the writings of ſome pious perſons have 


not contributed to it: thus much muſt © 


ſaid, ' that they expreſs themſelves with 


and ſometimes (not always) the language, of 


ſeripture; yet treating what is Plainly a meta- 


phorical way of ſpeaking, as if it were always 
to be underſtood in the literal ſenſe of the En- 
gliſh words. How far this has not only miſled 
others, but even themſelves; is not for me to 


determine: whatever be the caſe, I would by 


no means have you think leſs favourably of the 


men, whether dead or living; though you muſt 


wink leſs favourably of ſome parts of their writ- 


ings. Such perſous as Hervey, &. over have 
been the moſt uſeful part of the parochial cler - 


gy; none exceed them in fervent zeal for the 


goſpel, or diligence in every part of the paſtoral 
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Bn to the e ſupernatural inſtructibn of the Ipi- : 
rit, and all ſchalaſtic explanationa f my ſteries 
which the ſcripture has not explamned— and ſome 
other abſtruſe points, Which? in truth they do 
not often touch upon-o-theyrare 7 moſt hexcellent, 

moſt uſcful preachers; in real earneſt tiemſelves, 


Which is the only poſſible way by which our 


hearers can be brought to be in earneſt too. I 
therefore wiſh you always de eſteem ſuch s dery 
7 in love for their works fake," © iQ? 
That our Lord Jeſus \Chriff;zwho., bakipus- 
whafed. to himſelf an univerſal» Church by this 
moſt precious blood} may give his grace to yo, 
and to all who are: admittetl into a? S ννẽ / 
adminiſtration in the ſame, is che prayer Gf, 
Pace e e ee and e IN t 
* N N HED 7 3 . 16 pit Os 
114 341 10 971! oJ 183331] 2113 ELL POO: abt BY 1 
a P. SY Mr. Hervey days; withihis uſual, open- 
cheſs; „I am: defirous,ofi-being taught by, the 
labours of learned men, more deſirous of being 
ne taught by the written word: of Revelation; but 
hu amidſt all, and above al to be tautzht of Cod; 
or, as our Liturgy. very, boldly, but not im- 


4 # properly explains the Prophet, taught by the 


* inſpiration of God $ Hay 2 9 8 Letters, 

Sola D082} wt £15 

Mr. Hervey has. not 3 tbe: place in dhe 

-Liturgy. were the Prophet, (Iſaiah) is fo explain- 

ed. The paſſage which comes the neareſt - to 
Mr. 


— 


| immediately defcribed—* 
is» * thee, and worthily müagnify thy holy 
% name. Plainly this, an influence upon the 


* 


* works do proceed. RE 


os the lau- fene dh pn. 55 


Mr. Hervey's words, is in che commünion office, 
were we pray; that God would cleanſe the 
* thoughts of our hearts by the inſpiration of 
« his Holy Spirit. But is, this like: a::prayert” 


for the teaching or inforing our underſtanding 


by the inſpiration of the Holy Spirit? And the 


effect of this inſpiration, for which we pray, 1s 
that we may perfect- 


affections, the ſpring of- all action; and thus; 
through the affections, an n upon our 
tives Sand acdtions;o-+ +: 5 [6 3 SvOIS Ya 

The fifth Sunday after Eaſter Grant ies; 


. by thy holy inſpiration, we may. think thoſe 


* things that be good, and by thy merciful guid- 


« ance may perform the ſame ::- that is, the 
things that be good, not the things that be 


true; this would hardly be ſenſe, Here is 
no reference to a teaching of doctrines by the 
inſpiration of the ſpirits we deſire that out 


minds may be occupied, and that ouruwills may 
be diſpoſed to ſeek the things "that: be god; 
and that we may be enabled toi.perform, the 


ſame. Aero fnne 


At evening prayer“ O God, from whom all 
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he firſt Sunday after Epiphany—* Grant thar 


* we: may both perceive and know What, things 


we ought to do, and alſo may, have grace and 
_ 4-pawer: faithfully. to; fulfil the ſame: perceive 


and knatv, by ſuch means as God: has e 


whatever thoſe are F 


Whitſunday— God, wha 5 3 time didft 


* teach the uzarTs® of thy. faithful people; 


grant us by thy, ſpirit to have a right judge, 


ment in all things the very words of St. 


Paul, before conſidered. We pray for a bleſling 


on the ſtated means of information, that they 
may prove effectual ; we do not pray for a pare 


ticular information af the ſpirit, ſhewing us 


either new e or the genuine ſenſe of . | 
ture. £ i # 6. *þ 1 
Chriſtmas N Grant that we, being : re- 
*' generate, may 90 . renewed by thy: Holy ; 
« Spirit. 925 2 


Regeneration i- is a change of the: hn: (Eze- 


tions ( through the ſpirit), and has nothing to do 
wit the underſtanding ; it makes no alteration 


| kiel, XXXvi.-26),- a change in the will and affec; 


in our natural powers ä i 


wing truth. 5 "os 
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* : Thig,with great propriety Ny C 


* on us, and INCLINE OUR HEARTS to Keep this Law,” 


This is the proper teaching of the ſpirit. 
| gy In 


4 C V * 4 wk 
** 4 N TD 
Rf — 8 
2 - + . 1 45 : | 

< mY *S : * 4 * J 5 N 1 2 
7 9 * 12 8 e W . + 8 * ALA . DIC, - 
_ —_— < * * * PP, + . 4 
2 a 3 if As at; ang my ns * 
» ; — } R — x UI? LES 
P a cn 
< — — « ah * 4 . « "= x 
. * s 


D 
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wa In the Litany we pray, en that it may pl als = Bs 3 
„ thee to illuminate all biſhops, - prieſts, and 


* deacons with true knowledge and underſtan- 

ding of thy word.” Here alſo is the ſame *- 
ſentiment with that expreſſed in the collect for 
| Whitſunday, and grounded on the ſame ſerip- 
ture (2 Tim. ii. 7). We pray in general terms. 


for a bleſſing on the ſtudies of the clergy, on | 


the ordinary and fallible means of inveſtigating 
the ſenſe of ſcripture; not that God would give 
them the infallible teaching of his Holy Spirit, 
whether it be of the ſenſe of any particular pal. 
ſage, or in general of the whole of Holy Scrip- 
ture.“ The Church of England acknowledges 
no divine authority, no infallibility {which ſuch 
a teaching would confer, and might be juſtly 
claimed), either in a fingle perſon, or in a col. | 
lective body of men *, although the moſt learn- 
ed and the moſt pious. of their times. 
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